identity, perceived by third parties as one of its distinctive features and often as one of its most worthwhile values. The so called 'European Social Model' is a crucial element to understand Europe's evolution since the second half of the XX century.
The European integration adventure has referred to solidarity since its very beginning when Robert Schuman stated that Europe would be built through concrete achievements which first create a 'de facto solidarity'. Mechanisms of solidarity (e.g. structural funds, cohesion funds, European Stability Mechanism, etc) had been key factors to accept new integration steps and maintain or increase the attractiveness of the European Union. The notion of solidarity is now contained in many provisions of the EU Treaties (e.g. article 3.5 TEU, for the external dimension, articles 2 and 42.7 TEU, and 122, 136 and 222, for the internal dimension) and includes solidarity among Member States, regions, citizens and generations. Both territorial and social cohesion are foreseen and pursued by many different policy tools.
However, the recent economic crisis has very harshly impacted in Europe, challenging and calling into question both solidarity between Members States and their citizens. The crisis has revealed serious weaknesses in the EU model of integration and, probably the worst, has put at risk the fragile European identity. Many had wrongly perceived that "Europe" was more part of the problem than part of the solution and this feeling led to increased support to Euroskeptic parties, both from the right and left, whose proposals for reducing the social impact of the crisis focused on "national" solutions.
Following an austerity-focused policy, underestimating the social impact of the crisis and the budget cuts of the periphery, Europe has given priority to win the battle of budget imbalances but risked to lose the war for European cohesion and citizens' legitimacy.
Beyond the economic crisis, political tensions between Member States have also arisen in other fields such as the refugees' crisis and free movement of persons within Europe. In all these fields, more solidarity has been claimed as a way forward to solve the crisis and to a certain extent it has been recognized as (at least) part of the solution. 
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However, what solidarity should mean, which intensity of increased solidarity, at which rhythm, and how the solidarity mechanisms should be built and worked, have generated disagreements and new tensions between Member States, political parties and public opinions.
We should nevertheless acknowledge that solidarity has existed in Europe in the latter years, that we have attained unprecedented levels of transfers and created new potential for solidarity within the European Union by very different and innovative means. We are every day more identifying common challenges, assuming common responsibilities to face these challenges and sharing the costs. For instance, regarding the economic crisis, aid in its different formats has amounted up to 500 billion euros and the European Central Bank's action has significantly supported national economies during the crisis; regarding free movement of persons, large numbers of EU citizens (particularly from the periphery) have found jobs in other European countries and most Member States have reached an agreement to fund and share the cost and the increasing number of refugees who are coming to Europe.
It is true that all these new solidary agreements have taken time, often too long time, and that they are not altruistic but often conditional and limited. We may discuss whether the solidarity level is sufficient, well designed and implemented and whether it should have been adopted more rapidly, we can even debate on the 'nature' of this solidarity tools, but it is undeniable that new solidarity mechanisms have been created and that solidarity has been part of the solution.
It is our personal belief that solidarity, more solidarity, is essential to maintain and further develop the process of European Integration. We need more Europe and more solidarity within the European Union. Solidarity is called to play a major role in the reconstruction and development of the European project. It could be crucial to reverse the current 'nationalistic' tensions and increase the sense of belonging of Europeans to E -VII considered to be the most successful from the perspective of solidarity. It is that spirit of solidarity that European leaders showed then that could become a source of inspiration to promote solidarity in the future.
The conference was part of the Jean Monnet Network MoreEU ("More Europe to overcome the crisis") led by Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna (Pisa) and comprising think tanks and research institutions of five European countries (Notre Europe -Jacques Delors Institute, CEU San Pablo Madrid; University of Warsaw and Nova Law School of Lisbon).
After the conference, selected papers were re-elaborated and presented for publication to Perspectives on Federalism. Once the peer-review was passed, this issue is the final outcome of the process. We are grateful to all the authors, the journal and its co-editors Roberto Castaldi and Giuseppe Martinico, the support granted by the European Commission through the Jean Monnet programme, and all the attendants to the conference who enrich the debate with their participation and comments. We all expect this issue to be a useful contribution to the debate on the present and future of the European Union, in particular to the role and design of solidarity within the European Union.
